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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the 
changes and/ or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be 
filed as provided by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an 
amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone 
interview with Allan Sponseller on 30 August 2006. 

The application has been amended as follows: 
Claim 13 

A computer-implemented method for distributing software licenses to clients so 
that the clients may legally execute underlying software to which the software 
licenses pertains, the computer-implemented method comprising electronically 
issuing the software licenses as digital certificates that are distributed in one- 
to-one correlation with individual clients and traced to an issuing authority, 
and issuing a software license to a particular client only if a client executable 
image received from the particular client matches a stored client executable 
image for the particular client. 
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Claim 60 

A license server for execution embodied on a computer-readable medium for 
issuing individual software licenses from a software pack received from a 
licensing clearinghouse, comprising: 

a license store to store the license software pack of individual software 
licenses, each software license having an associated license ID; 

a request handler to receive a request for software license from a client; 

a client authenticating module to determine, based on a client executable 
image received from the client, whether the client is authentic and can receive 
a software license; and 

a granting module to grant a software license from the license store to an 
authenticated client and to associate the license ID with the authenticated 
client. 

Claim 69 

A client computer, comprising: 

a license cache to store one or more software licenses; 

a license requestor to request a software license from a license server; 

a challenge handler to handle an authenticity challenge from the license 
server, the challenge handler computing a challenge response that contains a 
client executable image that can b e is used by the license server to evaluate 
whether the client is authentic and can be licensed; and 
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whereupon authentication by the license server and granting of a 
software license, the license requestor receiving the software license form the 
license server and storing the software license in the license cache. 

Claim 71 

A program embodied on a computer-readable medium, comprising: 

a code segment to receive an authenticity challenge from a license server 

that distributes software licenses; 

a code segment to compute a challenge response that contains a client 

executable image that can be is used by the license server to evaluate whether 

the client is authentic and can be licensed; and 

a code segment to store the software license granted by the license server 

in an event that the client is deemed authentic. 

Claim 79 

A client computer, comprising: 

memory for storing information correspond to one or more received 
software licenses; 

a license requestor to request a software license from a license server; 

a challenge handler to handle an authenticity challenge from the license 
server, the challenge handler computing a challenge response that contains a 
client executable image that can be is used by the license server to evaluate 
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whether the client is authentic an can be licensed, wherein the challenge 
contains a random number, and the challenge handler computes that 
challenge response by concatenating the random number with the client 
executable image to form a concatenated value and hashing the concatenated 
value; and 

wherein, upon authentication by the license server and granting of a 
software license, the license requestor receiving the software license from the 
license server saves in the memory information corresponding to the received 
license. 

Claim 83 

A computer-readable medium, having computer readable instruction for: 

requesting a software license from a license server; 

receiving an authenticity challenge form the license server; 

computing a challenge response that contains a client executable image 
that can be is used by the license server to evaluate whether the client is 
authentic and can be licensed; and 

receiving, upon authentication by the license server and granting of a 
software license, the software license from the license server and storing 
information corresponding to the software license in a memory. 
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Claim 86 

A client computer, comprising: 

means for storing information corresponding to one or more received 
software licenses; 

means for requesting a software license from a license server; 

means for handling an authenticity challenge from the license server, the 
means for handling computing a challenge response that contains a client 
executable image that can be is used by the license server to evaluate whether 
the client is authentic and can be licensed, wherein the challenge contains a 
random number, and the means for handling computes the challenge response 
by concatenating the random number with the client executable image to form 
a concatenated value and hashing the concatenated value; and 

wherein, upon authentication by the license server and granting of a 
software license, the means for requesting receiving the software license from 
the license server saves in the memory information corresponding to the 
received license. 

Correspondence Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kakali Chaki can be reached on (571)-272-3719. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (571)273-8300 for regular 
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may be obtained form either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
systems, see http: / / pair-direct.uspto.gov . For questions on access to the Private PAIR system, 
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